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wha! Eill Davidzon referred to a5
A "pm'bublg.r the single biggest laund
~ we've had in our history,” The Mal
- 'Company swaggered into Demver |
~ flexing their design and developmt
muscles and bringing forth no few
than scven new models I’hfl‘ﬂﬂﬁ,i
that's only half the story. The ofl
-~ half of the story is told in the jaw
- dropping number of significant an
times fundamental engincering and
ergonomic changes made across th
lineup, especially in the Dyna plat
form, which now boasts six-speed|
transmizsions and standard Ilmelmi
- tion oo all models.

On the surface this was mdaad
impressively ambitious press ]:umn
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2005 STURGH, AUGUST f=14—"Where the hell am I and who told everyone tisl
to be here® 1 thought, a3 T rolled down the exit off 1-20 and at once was |
mﬁvea 6‘9 East immersed in a herd whose numbers bad heretofore only been scen when the bl
falo roamed these parts in the 1800, Where was the sleepy little Sonth Dakot
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SCREENING "CHOPPERTOWN"

Ginners unadulterated

Documentary shows the new old school

by Wendy Parry

CULVER CITY, CALIE, JULY 9—
It's been too long since we've seen
anything like “Easy Rider™ and “On
Any Sunday” The world is ready for a
solid bike film, These are the senti-
ments of Scott Di Lalla, and Zack
Coffman is wholly in agreement. Di
Lalla and Coffman are filmmakers
respongible for what could be the
solution to this, “Choppertown: the
Sinners” is a documentary, but don't
let that description discourage inerest,
It is 2 film about real peeple, sharing a

brotlerhood as they ride and build
motoreycles ina meore real eircum-
stance than any previously presented
in the current television atmosphere,

The film is nof an attempt 1o resur-

rect the spints of Captain America and
Billy, and it is not a feel-good film 1o
fivil “On Any Sunday” But just as
those films manged 1o capture te
essence of two different cultural phe-
nomena, “Choppertown: the Sinners”
presents a brief glimpse into another
very real cultural phenomenon that has
managed 1o survive more than half a

cénlury in an undergrownd stale, but is
enjoying the light of day with the ener-
gy of the youth who celebrate it.

The Sinners are a very tight
group of guys who share o love of old
school cars, bikes and lifestyle idio-
synerasies, although none of them are
old enough to have experienced first-
hand the *50s and "a0s, Their society
is loosely knir, a2 they live in varions
locations in Seuthern and Morthern

Ca!LI‘ﬂmm, bt their In;,-a[t_-,- rcvmvcs
arcund a large, loveable and autocrat-
ic leader by the name of Rico Fordrey,

The film introduces Rico and
Kutty, another Sinner, as they mest at
Rico shop 1o discuss the feasibility
of building Kutty a bike starling with
2n old frame that he produces from
the trunk of his "534 Chevy. The story
builds from there as other Sinners
gather, stocking the shop refrigerator
with beer as they arrive,

Enthusiasm for the projeet builds,
and sojourms o the shops of other
Sinners help complete the bike, A rad.
ical set of pipes is produced with the
help of a friend in Oranee, California,
and a custom gas tank is fabricated
by Cole Foster right out of his Salinas
Baoys shop. (Cole is the head of
the MorCel Sinners club called the
Momads,) The adventures include a
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remarkable performance by Jason
Jessee, unother NorCal Sinner, with a
flambevant persanality that muost have
served him well in & former life asa
superstar of pro skateboarding. He is
he actual denor of the gas tank, rane
domly producing It from a hodgepedpe
of inferesting junk at his defunct ska-
ing and chopper museum! shop, Auto-
mosdown, before Cole Foster is able (o
work his magic on it,

With the infectiousness of the
brotherhood shared by the Sinners
a5 they interact in the production of
Eutty’s bike, i1 is good to remember
that they are not a club, and as Rico
aptly put it, “We're just a bunch of
guys wearing the same shirts™

Much of the compelling music for
the film imvolves two of the members of
the Sinners, A founding member, James
Imtveld, who is a member of the Rocka-
billy Hall of Fame, is o composer, singer
and actor who tours throughout the
LLE., Ewrape and Japan, and four of
his original warks are ineleded, Kutty
Motchoom, besides being the major
protagonist, i also e lead poitarist in
the rockabilly-punk band The White-
walls, several of whose songs are also
featured,

To have been present at the first
sereening of *'Choppenonm: the
Sinners,” was a once-in-a-lifetime
expericnce, considering that the
Sinners themselves were seeing e
film fioe the first time. Fack
Coffman and Scott [¥ Lalla spoke
to the avdience at the INCE Theater
at Culver Studios before the film
wias shown o thank the appropriate
folks. They also briefed the atien-
dees a5 to the initial reticence of the
members of the Sinners as they all
worked through the acceplance of
he filming and the presence of the
cameras, These aren't actors and the
Loenies ane often raw in emation.
The emaotions of these same regular
guys broke through in shouts and
cligers in the auditerium as their
seencs were plaved oul and ulti-
mately whien the bike fires and
Futty joing the pack on the road.

Dron't miss the DVD release,
planned for Auvgust. Check the
website for more information:
www,chopperiown.net, @



