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CHOPPERTOWN:

THE SINNERS

3o, theee are two ways of dofing this. Thera is tho shoel way, and there s
the lang way. This is thi shert way: ‘Choppertawn: The Sinners” i quine
sienply the best documentary film gver made abaut custom bikes. Go
and buy It

fih, some af you want o knaw nsone? Ohay, Choppertown is the
creaizan of Scoct i Lalla and Zack Cofiman, pwo filmmakers who'd lzng
wanied bo make a Film abour metereydbes. D Lalla had even weitten
a #4eeps foe b fictional mowie about a biks gang and hawked it round
several studios. Unlfarsimately this
giangided with the films ‘Biker Boyz™ and
Torgue’, bath af which were universally
panned by the critlcs and the public, and
suddenily Hallywasd regarded bike films

a3 bax alfice paisen, With the rise of chopper progarammes an TV, and
the setting up of their gwn campany, One World Studies in 2001, i Lalla
and Callman decidod to make theis ewn filen,

Ta cut along stedy shork, they spotted a plcture af Bike Builder, Kutty
Mateboom, and his club, the Siarers, in The Horse magazine, tracked
hilm dowen, and wam the grest of the club to makg thas file, The Sinmers
it a metarcycle and hot red cub in the ald-fashisned senseof the
woed; Theyre buddies, they build bikes and caes, they pany tedgether,
they lack aut for each other, but there is o fefreshing Lack of the
righteousness 1hat s alfen present in other clubs,

The laade plot of the documentary follews the building of Kutty's
bike, fecm 1k G [ arrives a1 the workshop of felleow Sinner (and
ane of the original fownding eembees), Rice Fodrey, with anald Hasdey
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Trama im thee beot of kit 'S4
Chevy lead sled, thraugh e
thi Bik e Being cempdeted
and out an the road, Ax the
Sinners’ old skool Harfey and
Trismph chops shen, ki it

# world remaoved from the
current image of chappiers
disseminated by the lkes

of ‘American Chopper,
These bikes are the result

of autajumble Bargaing,

one off parts, ingenwity and
hard weak - a1 the beginning of the film Rige wases erical about anoil
tank Kulty has fawnd ata swap iest: “We found this oll bag fa a buoch

ef Harley parts, Whe knows who made i, and aven toorh we don't knos
anytiing about /4, somebady made this, somelady made this thing with
farae $kill and it melplhf mat be the meareLr thismg in e world Bur that s what
wiz lowe. Fonae cood quy amade this, ond we found it and we're Jueky o te
alilie e in”

Although thie hawrand-a-hall lang flm cstensibly fraces the
congteucticn of Kulty's ald shool Harley, Choppeetawn is really abaut
the bratherhood that exists between a group of bikers. Original memiber
and musician, the still incredibly handzome James Intveld provides
the intecduction go thi film, a5 well 85 several of the songs onthe
sangirack lin addition to a successful sala ganeer, Fngweld has played




lzadd quiitar Tor The Blasters, upright
Biags witlh pwigm Yoakam, aswellas
being a top session many, bat it's Rica
who is nak only the heart of the Sinners,
but of this film. He unashamedby an<d
unblfectedly 1k af the lave and
deswation that keeps the club together,
explaining the brathirbaad of Chubs
Berier than anyane | hawe cver heard.
While the camerawoak is, on
aecatian, mare anthusiasic than
accurate, when di Lalla and Coffman
el i right, Chiy B 50 Brilliaatly, and
none mare sothan in the riding shods,
the first af which, thowing Riga rideng
an the froeway to a gig of Kuity's
baned, 15 heastrendingly Beatiful,
Thi final shots af Choppertown are

set against James Intveld s elegant and aching “A Sinner’s Peayer” and
are durprisingly mewing, A Tew minutes afier | watched Choppertown
fior chee dirst timee | caught a bit of American Chopper and the centrait
vk sEarsling — it weas like pulling & handoralved soulprure up agalnse
Harble dolls, | weuld swap those last dying maments of Chopperiown

for every episode of American Chopges @i
made. Chappertean (s quite simply the best
documintary Film ever mdde alout Cuitam Bakoi,
Go and buy it

Chappirtewmn: The Sinrers is svailable on
WD threugh the splendid Chopperbullder
wib site, dnd €bn bé piedhbded anlife A wivi.
chopperboiidercoukichoppertown_himl. s




